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nobody needed to violate the law against picking them
up in order to read them.
Viennese still remember another British invasion which
brought prosperity and helped to save Austria. It was
at a time when Hitler, in an attempt to strangle Austria
economically, had placed a ban on German tourists to
Austria. British visitors arrived instead. They saved
Austria's vital industry, tourist traffic, and thousands
of Austrians from ruin.
"It is all the fault of the Prussians." Austrians have
been saying that ever since the war started. Whether
they are Nazis or not they hate the Prussians. If Hitler
had had a genuine Nazi majority in Austria in the
plebiscite of 1938, he would have forfeited it by sending
the Prussians there.
To-day, Goebbels himself admits that there were
"only four million" who supported Schuschnigg in
1938. That means that two-thirds of Austria's popula-
tion was anti-Nazi then, although the four million include
Socialists who were not for Schuschnigg, and not for
Hitler either.
At the outbreak of war, the Nazis called upon tens
of thousands of Austrian veterans of the Great War to
enlist in the army for service in Poland. Serving young
men in Austrian regiments were sent to Germany and
many Austrian units were broken up or "strengthened"
with Germans from the Reich.
The German Army High Command was not so sure
of these young Austrians and for months they were kept
in the background, retained in reserve and not sent
to Poland or to the Western front.
But when the liberation of Austria, or at least a plebiscite
on liberation, became one of the frequently stated war
aims of the Western powers, Hitler grew furious. Young